
A MESSAGE FROM DRU
Wishing you and yours a happy and safe Thanksgiving. 
As we sit before a meal, whether large or small, on 
Thanksgiving, please take a moment, however brief, and 
say a prayer of thanks. Despite everything that may be 
happening in our lives, whatever threats or terrors; lose of 
work or loved ones; success (or lack thereof) in business 
or relationships; the ups; the downs; the goods; the bads; 
for better or worse we live in the greatest nation this world 
has ever seen. We live in a nation that was founded on 
the concepts of Ôlife, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.Õ 
We live in a nation that recognizes that each person be 
allow to worship in the faith and the manner of their 
choosing. We live in a nation that is often divided, but 
unites to help itÕs own and others of the world. We live in 
a nation where ÔmightÕ doesnÕt make ÔrightÕ and that all 
citizens have an opportunity to become whatever their 
destiny chooses. We live in a nation that may not be 
perfect, a nation that has a dynamic constitution (and a 
dynamic Constitution), and a nation that is a beacon of 
hope to every people locked in countries whose idea of 
human rights is allowing you to live for another day to 
serve the State. We have much to be thankful for.

¥
I am thankful for the support of my clients, friends, and 
family. I am thankful that, every day, unlike far too many, I 
have a roof over my head, food on my table, and a warm 
comfortable place to sleep. I am thankful that my health 
has been restored. And thereÕs much more. I urge you to 
take a moment during this Thanksgiving season to 
remember the reasons that our forefathers came to this 
country, why you came to this place, why we all have so 
much to be thankful for, and to try to share a bit, however 

small, of our health, wealth, good fortune, with those who 
are less fortunate.

¥¥¥¥¥
Planning a holiday party at your home or ofÞce? You need 
ÔliveÕ music and your guests deserve it! My band, 
LoveSong, can be had for just about a song. Call me at 
972¥783-9790 for details.  Go here - lovesongband.com 
to hear us, for more info, or to book your event. DonÕt 
dally, thereÕs not much time left! 

¥
DonÕt have time to cook  on the holidays? (or donÕt want 
to) - Why donÕt you join us at our new digs - The 
Doubletree Hotel Campbell Centre (Central Expressway 
and NW Hwy, big gold building). WeÕll be providing 
entertainment for their holidays buffets on Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, ValentineÕs Day Night, Easter, and MotherÕs 
Day. WeÕll keep you posted as to seating times and costs.

¥¥¥¥¥

VOTE!
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Tech Tips for the Basic 
Computer User

ÒOne of these days, IÕm going to write a 
book called, ÔThe Basics.Õ ItÕs going to 
be a compendium of the essential tech 
bits that you just assume everyone 
knowsÐbut youÕre wrong.

IÕm sure the basics could Þll a book, 
but here are a few to get you started. 
All of these are things that certain 
friends, family or coworkers, over the 
years, did *not* know. Clip, save and 
pass along toÉwell, you know who 
they are.

* You can double-click a word to 
highlight it in any document, e-mail or 
Web page.

* When you get an e-mail message 
from eBay or your bank, claiming that 
you have an account problem or a 
question from a buyer, itÕs probably a 
Òphishing scamÓ intended to trick you 
into typing your password. DonÕt click 
the link in the message. If in doubt, go 
into your browser and type 
Òwww.ebay.comÓ (or whatever) 
manually.

* Nobody, but nobody, is going to give 
you half of $80 million to help  them 
liberate the funds of a deceased 
millionaireÉfrom Nigeria or anywhere 
else.

* You can hide all windows, revealing 
only whatÕs on the computer desktop, 
with one keystroke: hit the Windows 
key and ÒDÓ simultaneously in 
Windows, or press F11 on Macs (on 
recent Mac laptops, Command+F3; 
Command is the key with the cloverleaf 
logo). ThatÕs great when you want 
examine or delete something youÕve 
just downloaded to the desktop, for 
example. Press the keystroke again to 
return to what you were doing.

* You can enlarge the text on any Web 
page. In Windows, press Ctrl and the 
plus or minus keys (for bigger or 
smaller fonts); on the Mac, itÕs the 
Command key and plus or minus.

* You can also enlarge the entire Web 
page or document by pressing the 
Control key as you turn the wheel on 
top of your mouse. On the Mac, this 
enlarges the entire screen image.

* The number of megapixels does not 
determine a cameraÕs picture quality; 
thatÕs a marketing myth. The sensor 
size is far more important. (Use Google 
to Þnd it. For example, search for 
Òsensor size Nikon D90.Ó)

* On most cellphones, press the Send 
key to open up  a list of recent calls. 
Instead of manually dialing, you can 
return a call by highlighting one of 
these calls and pressing Send again.

* When someone sends you some 
shocking e-mail and suggests that you 
pass it on, donÕt. At least not until 
youÕve Þrst conÞrmed its truth at 
snopes.com, the InternetÕs authority on 
e-mailed myths. This includes get-rich 
schemes, Microsoft/AOL cash 
giveaways, and especially latelyÐnutty 
scare-tactic messages about our 
Presidential candidates.

* You can tap  the Space bar to scroll 
down on a Web  page one screenful. 
Add the Shift key to scroll back up.

* When youÕre Þlling in the boxes on a 
Web  page (like City, State, Zip), you 
can press the Tab  key to jump  from 
box to box, rather than clicking. Add 
the Shift key to jump through the boxes 
backwards.

* You can adjust the size and position 
of any window on your computer. Drag 
the top strip  to move it; drag the lower-

right corner (Mac) or any edge 
(Windows) to resize it.

* Forcing the cameraÕs ßash to go off 
prevents silhouetted, too-dark faces 
when youÕre outdoors.

* When youÕre searching for something 
on the Web  using, say, Google, put 
quotes around phrases that must be 
searched together. For example, if you 
put quotes around Òelectric curtains,Ó 
Google wonÕt waste your time Þnding 
one set of Web pages containing the 
word ÒelectricÓ and another set 
containing the word Òcurtains.Ó

* You can use Google to do math for 
you. Just type the equation, like 
23*7+15/3=, and hit Enter.

* Oh, yeah: on the computer, * means 
ÒtimesÓ and / means Òdivided by.Ó

* If you canÕt Þnd some obvious 
command, like Delete in a photo 
program, try clicking using the right-
side mouse button. (On a 1-button 
mouse, you can Control-click instead.)

* Google is also a units-of-
measurement and currency converter. 
Type Òteaspoons in 1.3 gallons,Ó for 
example, or Òeuros in 17 dollars.Ó Click 
Search to see the answer.

* You can open the Start menu by 
tapping the key with the Windows logo 
on it.

* You can switch from one open 
program to the next by pressing Alt
+Tab (Windows) or Command-Tab 
(Mac).

* You generally canÕt send someone 
more than a couple of full-size digital 
photos as an e-mail attachment; 
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And the winners are!
We are delighted to announce these 
yearsÕ winners of the British 
Technology Awards 2008!

The thousands of votes we received 
have now been counted and we can 
proudly reveal the winners below.

Best Gaming Technology 
Nintendo Wii

Best Home Entertainment 
Technology  
BBC iPlayer

Best Kids Technology 
Nintendo DS

Best Mobile Technology  
Apple iPhon e

Best Music Technolog y 
Apple iTunes

Best Online Technology 
BBC iPlayer

Business Technology of the Year 
Asus Eee PC

Gadget of the Year 
Apple iPhone

Greenest Technology 
Toyota Prius

Most Indispensable Technology  
Google Maps

Most Stylish Technology 
Apple iPhone

Retailer of the Yea r 
Amazon

Technological Innovation of the Year 
Apple iPhone

¥¥¥¥¥

Apple Stores Wins 
Best Vendor Retailer

Apple opened its Þrst Apple Store in 
May 2001 and now operates more than 
200 retail stores around the world. 
TWICE (This Week in Consumer 
Electronics) is awarding the chain this 
yearÕs Excellence In Retailing Award in 
the Best Vendor Retailer category.

Through its stores Apple provides 
consumers a hands-on way to 
experience its products, which are 
displayed in a variety of category-
speciÞc areas to encourage customers 
to test and play. In addition to 
showcasing and selling its own 
products, the stores also carry a 
variety of third-party accessories and 
software titles that are compatible with 
Apple products.

Beyond its product offerings, each 
Apple Stores also features a Genius 
Bar where consumers can get their 
product-related questions answered by 
a Ògenius,Ó the companyÕs name for its 
trained staffers.

Apple Stores was ranked at No. 8 in 
TWICEÕs latest Top 100 CE Retailers 
Report. It showed 40.5 percent sales 
growth from 2006 to 2007 and closed 
last year with $4.1 billion in sales. Last 
year also marked the opening of 
AppleÕs Þrst three-story store, located 
in Manhattan. However, the companyÕs 
de facto world ßagship  store remains 
on Fifth Avenue and Central Park 
South, where the underground facility 
is accessed through a 32-foot-tall glass 
cube.

¥¥¥¥¥
New  MacBook Family 
RedeÞnes Notebook Design
IndustryÕs Greenest Notebooks

Apple unveiled an all new MacBook 
family that redeÞnes notebook design, 
and at the same time dramatically 

lowers the entry price for advanced 
notebook features including all-metal 
enclosures and pro-performance 
notebook graphics by $700 to make 
them far more affordable. The new 
MacBook and 15-inch MacBook Pro 
both have a precision unibody 
enclosure crafted from a single block of 
aluminum, resulting in thinner, more 
durable and incredibly beautiful 
designs. In addition, every member of 
the new MacBook family includes state 
of the art NVIDIA graphics, brilliant 
instant-on LED-backlit displays and 
new large glass Multi-Touch trackpads 
that offer almost 40 percent more 
tracking area and support more Multi-
Touch gestures. The entire new 
MacBook family meets stringent 
Energy Star 4.0, EPEAT Gold and 
RoHS environmental standards, and 
leads the industry in the elimination of 
toxic chemicals by containing no 
brominated ßame retardants, using 
only PVC-free internal cables and 
components, and using energy efÞcient 
LED-backlit displays that are mercury-
free and made with arsenic-free glass.

ÒApple has invented a whole new way 
of building notebooks from a single 
block of aluminum. And, just as 
important, they are the industryÕs 
greenest notebooks,Ó said Steve Jobs, 
AppleÕs CEO. ÒThe new MacBooks 
offer incredible features our users will 
loveÑlike their stunning all-metal 
design, great 3D graphics and LED 
backlit displaysÑat prices up  to $700 
less than before.Ó

ÒTraditionally notebooks are made from 
multiple parts. With the new MacBook, 
weÕve replaced all of those parts with 
just one partÑthe unibody,Ó said 
Jonathan Ive, AppleÕs senior vice 
president of Industrial Design. Ó
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 Q: What is ÒSafe ModeÓ and how does 
that help me anyway?
!
A: Safe Mode is a start up sequence 
that tests your hard drive and shuts 
down unnecessary parts of Mac OS X 
so that you at least get the basics 
going. This is what Apple says is 
involved:
" ¥" It forces a directory check of 

the startup volume.
" ¥" It loads only required kernel 

extensions (some of the items 
in /System/Library/Extensions).

" ¥" In Mac OS X 10.3.9 or earlier, 
it runs only Apple-installed 
startup  items (some of the 
items in /Library/StartupItems 
a n d / S y s t e m / L i b r a r y /
StartupItems - and different 
than login items).

" ¥" Mac OS X 10.4 Tiger only: It 
disables all fonts other than 
those in /System/Library/
Fonts .

" ¥" Mac OS X 10.4 Tiger only: It 
moves to the Trash all font 
caches normally stored in /
L i b r a r y / C a c h e s /
com.apple.ATS/(uid)/ , where 
(uid) is a user ID number such 
as 501.

" ¥" Mac OS X 10.4 Tiger only: It 
disables all startup  items and 
any Login Items.

What that means is that you should be 
able to start your Mac and make some 
trouble shooting adjustments to see 

what is causing you problems. Some 
things wonÕt work, like WiFi and some 
video like DVD player and parts of 
iMovie.

So how do you start up in Safe Mode?
" 1." Be sure the computer is shut 

down. Press and hold the 
power button if necessary.

" 2." Press the power button to Start 
up the computer.

" 3." Immediately after you hear the 
startup  tone, press and hold 
the Shift key. 
Tip: The Shift key should be 
held as soon as possible after 
the startup tone but not before.

" 4." Release the Shift key when 
you see the gray Apple and 
progress indicator (looks like a 
spinning gear).

Why would you use Safe Mode?
Use Safe Mode when you are trying to 
Þgure out why your Mac is giving you 
trouble. Maybe it keeps crashing or 
freezing, even after restarting. Maybe 
you just need to get into your Þles and 
get them to another Mac to keep 
working. Safe Mode should let you 
access you Mac in most situations to 
make adjustments or copy Þles.

Safe Mode wonÕt solve your problems, 
but it should help  you down the road to 
solving your problem.

Q: Can you tell me how to export my 
Address Book into an Excel or 
Numbers spreadsheet? YouÕd think 
there would be an easy way to do this.

A: There is, but that easy way isnÕt built 
into Address Book, which lets you 
export contacts only as vCards and 
Address Book archives. That easier 
way is David MartinÕs free (though a 
donation would be welcome) Address 
Book Exporter.

ItÕs a simple utility that takes selected 
groups of contacts and exports them 

as a single tab-delimited plain text Þle. 
This Þle will open beautifully in any 
spreadsheet application you throw it at.

Q: How do I create an audio CD from 
iTunes?

A: Before you start, make sure you 
have a CD-R disc to work with. Several 
would be better in case it doesnÕt come 
out right at Þrst. Most any brand will do. 
IÕd skip  paying extra for CD-RWs, and 
DVDs wonÕt work for this.

Go ahead and slide the disc into your 
Mac. You might get a pop  up  that asks 
what you want to do when a CD is 
inserted. It doesnÕt matter much what 
you select. Go ahead and select Finder 
and move on if you donÕt already have 
a preference. If this is too confusing, 
wait until iTunes prompts you to insert 
a disc.

The process in iTunes is pretty much 
2-steps: Make a playlist and select it, 
then choose ÒBurn Playlist to DiskÓ 
from the File menu.

Start by making your playlist. For 
details on this, review this good article 
from iLounge. One thing to look for 
while Þnessing your list is keeping it to 
a size that Þt on a CD. When your 
playlist is selected, look at the bottom 
of the iTunes window for the size, seen 
in the image below. A standard CD will 
hold 650 MBs and up  to about 74 
minutes of music. Basically, it will hold 
a little more than your store-bought 
music CD, about 15-20 songs.

Once youÕve got the right songs and 
put them in the order you want, go 
ahead and hit the ÒBurn DiscÓ button 
along the bottom right of the iTunes 
frame or select it from the File menu. If 
you havenÕt put in your disc yet, do it 
now when it prompts you. The process 
should take a few minutes. 
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Microsoft claims Mac buyers 
pay ÔApple taxÕ - we refute

ÒApple may offer lower-priced 
machines on Tuesday, October 14,  but 
one top  Microsoft ofÞcial said Monday 
that Mac buyers will still be paying an 
ÔApple tax,ÕÓ Ina Fried reports for 
CNET. ÒIn a lengthy interview, Brad 
Brooks, vice president of Windows 
Consumer Product Marketing, argued 
that Mac buyers face hidden costs if 
they try to add Windows to their Mac or 
if they decide to forgo Windows 
compatibility.Ó

MacDailyNews Take: WeÕve had 100% 
Microsoft-free machines for decades 
and always communicated with the 
Windows sheep just Þne, thanks. In 
business settings, no less. Oh, sure, 
we had to give them Þle extensions for 
years because their PCs were too 
dumb to recognize what it was looking 
at, but it worked. Of course, for 
decades we also did not spend a 
single penny on anti-virus packages 
and their annual subscriptions and also 
avoided an OS that ÒrotsÓ and requires 
semi-annual wipes and reinstalls due 
to OS design and coding 
incompetence:
¥ Microsoft: recovery from Windows 
malware becoming impossible; better 
to to wipe and rebuild - April 04, 2006

Fried continues, ÒÔItÕs really a deÞnition 
now between choosing something that 
is limited, and somebody chooses for 
you, basically the ÔiÕ way, or actually 
taking it to a much broader scope, 
which is ÔyourÕ way, and deÞning it 
through Windows, and the experience 
that comes with the tens of thousands 
of partners that build applications, 
services, and content for the Windows 
platform every day,Õ Brooks said.Ó

MacDailyNews Take: Macs can slum it 
with Windows natively or via fast 
virtualization, moron. Macs are OS-
unlimited. All other PCs are OS-limited. 

Macs also run OfÞce natively, a 
product made and sold by Microsoft; a 
product that Microsoft claims will 
Òprovide the document Þdelity with the 
2007 Microsoft OfÞce system that our 
users need to stay connected with their 
friends and co-workers on PCs.Ó In 
fact:
¥!Fortune Small Business: The best PC 
for Microsoft OfÞce is Apple Mac - 
August 08, 2008

Fried continues, reporting that Brooks 
said Microsoft is ÒÔunderstanding what 
is really involved with what we call the 
ÔApple tax.Õ There really is a tax  around 
there for people that are evaluating 
their choices going into this holiday 
season and going forward.ÕÓ

MacDailyNews Take: What are you 
afraid of, Brad? Never mind, we 
already know:
¥ Those who dump  Microsoft Windows 
for Apple Macintosh are inevitably 
happier - October 09, 2008
¥!Mac adoption in enterprise increases 
four-fold in less than two years - 
August 26, 2008
¥ ! Yankee Group: Business Mac 
acceptance and adoption highest since 
the late 1980s - August 05, 2008
¥ !More consumers dump MicrosoftÕs 
Windows, switch to AppleÕs Mac - July 
11, 2008
¥ ! Axel Springer dumps Microsoft 
Windows, switches 10,000 employees 
to Apple Macintosh - July 05, 2008
¥ !Yankee Group: 8 in 10 businesses 
now using Apple Macs - June 27, 2008
¥ !25-year PC vet dumps MicrosoftÕs 
Windows for Apple Mac, Þnds Ôdigital 
heavenÕ - March 31, 2008
¥ !OregonÕs George Fox University 
dumps Windows PCs for Apple Macs - 
March 03, 2008
¥ SMU Cox  School of Business dumps 
PCs for Apple Macs - October 30, 2007
¥ Boom! Largest automobile 
processing company in North America 
dumps Windows PCs for Apple Macs - 
July 16, 2007

¥ !Windows to Mac switcher Þnds 
comfort in ability to run Windows, then 
leaves Windows behind - April 16, 
2007
¥ ! Wilkes University to dump  all 
Windows PCs, replace with Apple 
Macs - February 22, 2007
¥ ! Top  Windows developer dumps 
MicrosoftÕs Ôpile of crapÕ for AppleÕs 
Mac OS X - September 12, 2006
¥ !Apple Macs that can run Windows 
are bad news for Microsoft - August 08, 
2006
¥!CouldnÕt you just buy a Mac and run 
Windows? Microsoft CEO Ballmer: ÔNo, 
we prefer real PCsÕ - April 29, 2006
¥ !JapanÕs Aozora Bank dumps 2,300 
Windows PCs for Apple Macs - April 
03, 2006

Fried continues, Ò[Brooks said] ÔThereÕs 
going to be an application tax, which is 
if you want choice around applications, 
or if you want the same type of 
application experience on your Mac 
versus Windows, youÕre going to be 
purchasing a lot of software. And even 
at that youÕre not going to get the same 
experience. YouÕre not going to get 
things like Microsoft Outlook, youÕre 
not going to get the games that youÕre 
used to playing.ÕÓ

MacDailyNews Take: Again, Macs can 
slum it with Windows for games or any 
other piece of Windows software. By 
the way, Microsoft used to make 
Outlook for Mac, but they stopped in 
order to keep users locked into 
Windows. It didnÕt work. And, in the 
mark of a truly fscked up  company, one 
arm of Microsoft is denigrating another. 
Microsoft obviously crippled OfÞce for 
the Mac in order to keep  the sheep  in 
the pen. That didnÕt work either:
¥ Microsoft: VBA returns to future 
OfÞce for Mac versions - May 13, 2008
¥ !Beginning of the end for OfÞce for 
Mac? Microsoft drops Visual Basic 
support in Mac version - December 09, 
2006
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Apple MacBook - 
Late 2008 Model

Of all the things Apple should be 
blessing Steve JobsÕ Reality Distortion 
Field (RDF) for, itÕs the perennial 
success of the MacBook despite not 
having undergone a serious update in 
more than two years. As Jobs himself 
declared at the notebookÕs launch, the 
MacBook remains the best selling 
Macintosh; no RDF was necessary 
when faced with the new aluminum 
modelÕs design.!  ItÕs not, however, the 
$800 notebook some were predicting - 
and even more hoping for - so where 
does this mini-MacBook Pro Þt in?

For many people theyÕll want it to Þt in 
their bag, or on their desk, or in their 
hands - anywhere, in fact, where they 
can touch it. !  ThereÕs no denying 
AppleÕs strength in industrial design, 
especially when they have a new, 
glossy manufacturing method to 
publicize alongside it. !  The 1.5-pound 
casing is hewn, sliced and buffed from 
a great hunk of aluminum, leaving 
something only a little thicker than the 
MacBook Air at 12.8 x 8.9 x 0.95 
inches (the Air is a mere 0.7-inches 
thick). !  Into that, Apple pour a heady 
mixture of the latest ULV Core 2 Duo 
chipset and NVIDIA graphics, topped 
off with a multitouch trackpad and 
lashings of glass.

Filled up this way, the MacBook weighs 
4.5-pounds.! Part of that weight comes 
from the new, ßush-Þtting glass display 
panel, now edged in black rather than 
the old MacBookÕs distinct bezel.!  The 
absence of a matte option will frustrate 
those working in direct sunlight (and 
who will Þnd little solace in AppleÕs Òyou 
can always tilt the screen, or moveÓ 
advice) but everyone else will be 
entranced by the vibrant colors and 
overall brightness.!  The same 1,280 x 
800 resolution as the previous model, it 

uses LED backlighting to increase 
visibility while also saving power.

The keyboard is another point where 
the Air and the MacBook share DNA.! 
In black against the brushed silver, 
each key stands proud through its own 
cut-out (backlit in the top-spec 
MacBook), and typing remains perhaps 
the most pleasant way to do so bar a 
Lenovo Ôboard. !  Underneath sits the 
new, 39-percent larger trackpad, 
freshly topped in glass and barren of 
any visible buttons; instead, a well-
weighted press acts as a single click, 
while software allows different areas of 
the pad to represent double- or right-
clicks.

It also borrows the latest in multitouch 
technology, bringing gestures with two, 
three and four Þngers.!  The same two-
Þnger gestures are present as before, 
but now you can scroll through photos 
with three digits, or switch between 
apps or trigger Expose with four.! Short 
of an iPhone embedded in the palm 
rest itÕs the best touch-implementation 
in a trackpad to-date.

Ports have been shaken down to 
occupy only the left-hand side of the 
new MacBook, with both new additions 
and casualties along the way. !  Two 
USB  2.0 ports, a gigabit Ethernet port, 
audio in/out and the clever MagSafe 
power port remain, but DVI and 
FireWire have been jettisoned in favor 
of a new Mini Display Port.! This fresh 
socket - not, as many are assuming, a 
proprietary Apple technology - earns its 
place by virtue of supporting higher 
resolutions (up  to 2,560 x  1,600) and 
integrated audio than DVI can, but itÕs 
more usually a business connector and 
users may struggle to Þnd as broad a 
choice of monitors with the port. !  Of 
course, Apple will happily sell you a 24-
inch Cinema Display to use with it, also 
announced on Tuesday, but anybody 
else will have to stump up  for the 
adapter cables. !  It seems cheap  of 

Apple not to include at least one such 
adapter in the MacBook box.

The 8x  slot-loading SuperDrive lives on 
the right-hand side of the notebook, 
sadly not a Blu-ray drive since Apple 
believes the licensing issues too 
troublesome to navigate. !  The same 
old iSight camera, now hidden behind 
the glass bezel, lurks above the 
screen. !  Connectivity gains draft-n 
support and Bluetooth 2.1+EDR as 
standard, but thereÕs no ExpressCard 
slot so 3G  WWAN modems - still not 
offered as an integrated option by 
Apple themselves - will have to be 
USB. !  The relatively mediocre 
speakers from the previous MacBook 
are replaced with a far meatier, more 
satisfying pair, and thereÕs a built-in 
Omni directional microphone for VoIP 
and video conferencing.

Two stock variations of MacBook are 
available, one with a 2.0GHz Intel Core 
2 Duo and the other, which we have to 
test, with a 2.4GHz chip. !  Each has 
3MB  L2 cache, 1066MHz frontside bus 
and 2GB  of DDR3 RAM as standard; 
maximum supported memory is 4GB.! 
The cheaper 2.0GHz MacBook comes 
with a 160GB  5,400rpm SATA hard-
drive, with 250GB or 320GB versions 
optional; the 2.4GHz model 
automatically gets the 250GB drive.! 
Each can alternatively be Þtted with a 
128GB solid-state drive, which 
promises faster access times and 
reduced power use at the not-
insubstantial cost of $600-700. !  We 
canÕt quite envisage a scenario where 
specifying the SSD would make sound 
Þnancial sense; happily, unclipping the 
battery from the underside of the case 
exposes the hard-drive, so future 
upgrades - when prices are more 
reasonable - should be straightforward.

Continue on Page 10
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Stupid OSX Tricks: Loading 
Programs at Startup

by Bob

I have two tools I load every time I start 
up  my MBP: Google NotiÞer and 
Reader NotiÞer. The former lets me 
know when I have new Gmails and 
reminds me when I have an 
appointment in my calendar, as well as 
giving me quick access to Gmail and 
Calendar. The latter keeps me updated 
on new material in Google Reader.

It got me thinking about how I could 
have these two utilities launch 
automatically at startup. It took a little 
hunting and pecking, but I Þnally 
Þgured out how to do it. You can use 
these instructions to add any programs 
to the Startup  folder, but keep in mind, 
the more programs you add, the longer 
the startup sequence will be.

Follow these steps to add programs to 
your Startup:
" 1." Click Apple> System 

Preferences.
" 2." Click Accounts.
" 3." Click Login Items. A list of 

programs currently running at 
Startup is listed.

" 4." Click the + sign below the list 
to add new programs to the 
list.

" 5." Navigate to the application 
(usually by cl icking 
Applications) you want to add.

" 6." Click Add.
" 7." Continue to add programs to 

the Startup folder in this 
fashion.

The next time you start your Mac, the 
programs you selected will start up 
automatically. If you Þnd youÕve added 
too many and it starts up  too slowly, 
repeat the instructions above, but once 
you access the Login Items, select one 
and click the ÒÑÓ sign to remove it. [At 
least in 10.5Ðnot sure about older 
versionsÐyou can right-click on a 

running application in the Dock and 
you have the option to "Open at Login." 
Does the same thing. - Ed]

¥¥¥¥¥
Easily download YouTube 
movies via Safari  

If youÕre using Safari, thereÕs an easy 
way to download YouTube videos. 

Open the page with the movie and 
press Command-Option-A, which 
shows the Activity window. If youÕre 
also loading other sites, youÕll see a list 
of them: scroll until you Þnd the You-
Tube page and click on the arrow to 
show details about what is being 
loaded. 

You will notice an element whose size 
is over 0.5MB (most of the time, over 
5MB). Double-click on it (even if it is 
still loading), and Safari will download 
it. When the download is over, navigate 
to the Þle in the Finder (which will 
probably be called get_video) and add 
the extension .ßv to its name. Now you 
can play it with VLC or with QuickTime 
(only if you have Perian installed). 

¥¥¥¥¥
New Perian

Perian, the Swiss-army knife for 
Quicktime, has announced the release 
of Perian 1.1.2, a free, open source 
QuickTime component that adds native 
support for many popular video 
formats.

HereÕs snapshot view of what Perian 
can do:

¥ File formats: AVI, DIVX, FLV, MKV, 
GVI, VP6, and VFW
¥ Video types: MS-MPEG4 v1 & v2, 
DivX, 3ivx, H.264, Sorenson H.263, 
FLV / Sorenson Spark, FSV1, VP6, 
H263i, VP3, HuffYUV, FFVHuff, 
MPEG1 & MPEG2 Video, Fraps, 
Snow, NuppelVideo, Techsmith Screen 
Capture, DosBox Capture

¥ Audio types: Windows Media Audio 
v1 & v2, Flash ADPCM, Xiph Vorbis (in 
Matroska), and MPEG Layer I & II 
Audio, True Audio, DTS Coherent 
Acoustics, Nellymoser ASAO
¥ AVI support for: AAC, AC3 Audio, H.
264, MPEG4, and VBR MP3
¥ Subtitle support for SSA/ASS and 
SRT

Get your copy of Perian 1.1.2 here 
(2.6MB).

EditorÕs note: In audio there are only a 
couple formats that are in wide use. 
Perhaps we can thank Apple and the 
iPod for that.

¥¥¥¥¥
Troubleshoot Hardware with 
System ProÞler 
If your Mac is having trouble working 
with a peripheral device, try launching 
System ProÞler in Applications/Utilities. 
If the device appears in System 
ProÞler, you likely have a software 
driver issue. 

If the device does not appear, you 
could have a hardware-related 
problem. If so, try connecting the 
device to a different Mac to see if the 
problem persists. 

¥¥¥¥¥
Smarten Up!  
ThereÕs no excuse for skipping past a 
word youÕve never seen before, or 
whose meaning is unclear. Simply 
place your mouse cursor over the word 
in question, and press Command/
Contro#D. A few seconds later, the 
deÞnition pops down and youÕre that 
much smarter!

¥¥¥¥¥
Check Combined File Size 
LetÕs say you have several Þles on 
your desktop, and before you copy 
them all onto your jump drive, you
want to Þnd out their combined size. 
HereÕs how itÕs done: Select all the Þles

Continue on Page 9
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Tech Tips, cont.

those Þles are too big, and theyÕll 
bounce back to you. (Instead, use 
iPhoto or PicasaÐphoto-organizing 
programs that can automatically scale 
down photos in the process of e-
mailing them.)

* Whatever technology you buy today 
will be obsolete soon, but you can 
avoid heartache by learning the cycles. 
New iPods come out every September. 
New digital cameras come out in 
February and October.

* Just putting something into the Trash 
or the Recycle Bin doesnÕt actually 
delete it. You then have to *empty* the 
Trash or Recycle Bin. (Once a year, I 
hear about somebody whose hard 
drive is full, despite having practically 
no Þles. ItÕs because over the years, 
theyÕve put 79 gigabytesÕ worth of stuff 
in the Recycle Bin and never emptied 
it.)

* You donÕt have to type Òhttp://wwwÓ 
into your Web  browser. Just type the 
remainder: Ònytimes.comÓ or 
Òdilbert.com,Ó for example. (In the 
Safari browser, you can even leave off 
the Ò.comÓ part.)

* On the iPhone, hit the Space bar 
twice at the end of a sentence. You get 
a period, a space, and a capitalized 
letter at the beginning of the next word.

¥¥¥¥¥
Mac Tax, cont.

Fried continues, ÒBrooks [said] ÔIf 
people want a Windows experience, 
then start with a machine that was built 
for the Windows experience.ÕÓ

MacDailyNews Take: ÒBuilt for the 
Windows experience?Ó What, do 
buttons just randomly fall off or 
inexplicably stop  working on such 

machines? Does the hard drive wipe 
itself and reinstall the OS every 4-6 
months? Does the screen just 
randomly turn blue and the processors 
lock up  at the drop  of a hat? Those 
would be machines Òbuilt for the 
Windows experience,Ó Brad. Not these:
¥ Apple Macs run Windows Vista less 
awfully than PCs - April 17, 2008
¥ Apple MacBook Pro is worldÕs fastest 
Windows Vista notebook - October 30, 
2007
¥!USA Today on switching: Apple Macs 
can also be screaming-fast Windows 
machines - March 15, 2007
¥ PC Pro crowns Apple Mac Pro fastest 
ÔPCÕ - October 04, 2006

Fried continues, Ò[Brooks said that] itÕs 
Ôa fallacy to think that Macs are 
somehow invulnerable, or impervious 
to virus, or phishing, or spyware. And 
we will tell you that based on our own 
data that youÕre 60 percent less likely 
to get any type of virus...if youÕre 
running Windows Vista versus 
Windows XP SP2.ÕÓ

MacDailyNews Take: LetÕs see, 60% of 
500,000 examples of Windows viruses 
vs. 0 for Macintosh... Oh, look:
¥ !Head of Norton AntiVirus uses an 
Apple MacBook Pro - September 29, 
2008
¥ Sophos Security: Dump Windows, 
Get a Mac - July 05, 2006

Fried: You mentioned that Vista is 60 
percent less likely to be a victim of 
virus than XP SP2, but how does that 
compare with viruses on the Mac?Ó

Brooks: You know, itÕs hard to get a 
direct comparison, Ina. I want to be 
very speciÞc in any kind of the data or 
the information that I give you there is 
that youÕre running one system versus 
another. The best way to really look at 
it is based on the Internet services, and 
whatÕs really going on out there in 
terms of things like phishing or other 
types of scams that can actually 

happen through your browser or 
Internet experience. That really is 
much more of a direct comparison.

MacDailyNews Take: What? Answer 
the question or shut up, Brad, you fool. 
HereÕs a very direct comparison:
¥ Mac vs. Windows in business case 
study: Macs have 1/3 fewer problems 
that are solved 30% faster - June 02, 
2008

Brooks: On a Mac... you canÕt get 
Outlook, you canÕt get Visio, you canÕt 
get Project. And when you do get 
applications such as that, theyÕre 
usually stripped-down versions that 
donÕt have nearly the amount of 
features, or the usability like the ribbon 
on OfÞce. Those types of things just 
donÕt come with a Mac... In the latest 
version of OfÞce 2007 thereÕs a 
number of features, usability 
improvements, enhancements that are 
universally liked by our users, and 
really differentiate the product as being 
the next generation of productivity 
suites. Those are things that just donÕt 
come with the Mac versions.

MacDailyNews Take: If you need 
clearer proof that Mac users should not 
buy Microsoft products because 
Microsoft are intentionally denying or 
dumbing-down Mac versions in order 
to maintain their monopoly position, 
then you must be a Windows sufferer.

The abject fear continues in the full 
article here.

MacDailyNews Take: Microsoft is 
scared; as well they should be.

¥¥¥¥¥
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New MacBooks, cont.

ÒThe MacBookÕs unibody enclosure is 
made from a single block of aluminum, 
making the new MacBook 
fundamentally thinner, stronger and 
more robust with a Þt and Þnish that 
weÕve never even dreamed of before.

The new MacBook line features the 
powerful new NVIDIA GeForce 9400M, 
a revolutionary new 3D integrated 
graphics processor that features 16 
parallel processing cores and delivers 
up  to Þve times the 3D graphics 
performance as previous MacBook and 
MacBook Airª designs. Apple has 
worked together with NVIDIA on this 
groundbreaking graphics processor 
and is the Þrst to bring it to market in 
the new MacBook family.

The new smooth glass Multi-Touch 
trackpad on the MacBook and 15-inch 
MacBook Pro gives users almost 40 
percent more tracking area than 
before, making it even easier to use 
Multi-Touch gestures like pinch, rotate 
and swipe. New gestures allow users 
to activate ExposŽ¨ or switch between 
applications at the touch of a Þngertip. 
The entire trackpad surface is also a 
button, allowing users to both track and 
click virtually anywhere on the 
trackpad. Users can easily enable 
multiple virtual buttons in software, 
such as right-clicking.!

Every member of the new MacBook 
family features an LED-backlit display 
for brilliant instant-on performance that 
uses up  to 30 percent less energy than 
its predecessor and eliminates the 
mercury found in industry standard 
ßuorescent tube backlights. The ultra-
thin displays provide crisp  images and 
vivid colors which are ideal for viewing 
photos and movies, and the edge-to-
edge cover glass creates a smooth, 
seamless surface. Every display in the 
new MacBook line uses completely 
arsenic-free glass.

The new MacBook delivers the top 
three features that MacBook 
customers have told us they want in a 
new MacBookÑan all metal enclosure, 
high performance 3D graphics and 
LED-backlit displaysÑat an entry price 
that is $700 less than the $1,999 price 
of the MacBook Pro. At only 0.95-
inches thin and weighing just 4.5 
pounds, the new 13-inch full featured 
aluminum MacBook is an incredibly 
compact and durable notebook starting 
at just $1,299. Featuring the new 
NVIDIA GeForce 9400M graphics 
processor, MacBook delivers 
outstanding 3D game play on a 
consumer notebook, with up  to Þve 
times faster graphics performance than 
the previous generation. The new 
MacBook is available in two models: 
the 2.0 GHz MacBook with a 160GB 
5400 rpm hard drive, and the 2.4 GHz 
MacBook with a 250GB  5400 rpm hard 
drive and a backlit keyboard.!

The powerful new 15-inch MacBook 
Pro at only 0.95-inches thin and 
weighing just 5.5 pounds offers 
ultimate performance and extensive 
expansion features in a remarkably 
portable design. Starting at $1,999, the 
MacBook Pro uses the latest Intel Core 
2 Duo processors available, running up 
to 2.8 GHz, and a new graphics 
architecture that allows users to switch 
between the NVIDIA GeForce 9400M 
integrated graphics processor for 
better battery life and the powerful 
NVIDIA GeForce 9600M GT discrete 
graphics processor for higher 
performance. The new MacBook Pro is 
available in two models: a 2.4 GHz 
model with a 250GB 5400 rpm hard 
drive and a 2.53 GHz model with a 
320GB 5400 rpm hard drive.!

Today Apple also updated MacBook Air 
and the 17-inch MacBook Pro. 
MacBook Air, measuring only 0.16-
inches at its thinnest point, 0.76-inches 
at its maximum height and weighing 

just three pounds, now includes new 
NVIDIA GeForce 9400M integrated 
graphics and a faster architecture to 
provide robust support for 3D games 
and enhanced performance. Starting at 
$1,799, MacBook Air is available with a 
120GB 4200 rpm hard drive, a 50 
percent increase from the previous 
generation, or a new 128GB solid state 
drive. The updated 17-inch MacBook 
Pro keeps its original aluminum design, 
and now comes standard with a high 
resolution 1920 x  1200 LED-backlit 
display and a larger 320GB hard drive 
or an optional 128GB solid state drive.

The new MacBook, 15-inch MacBook 
Pro and 17-inch MacBook Pro are now 
shipping and the new MacBook Air will 
be available in early November through 
the Apple Store¨ ( www.apple.com), 
AppleÕs retail stores and Apple 
Authorized Resellers. An updated 13-
inch white (plastic case) MacBook 
featuring 2.1 GHz Intel Core 2 Duo 
processors, a 120GB 5400 rpm hard 
drive and a slot-load 8X SuperDrive is 
now available for $999 (US).

¥¥¥¥¥
File Size, cont.
for which you want the combined size, 
then press Command/Option/I, which 
brings up the Multiple Item Info dialog, 
complete with a list of how many Þles 
are selected and their combined size.
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Apple MacBook, cont.
Recognizing, perhaps, that more 
people choose to do media editing and 
gaming on their notebooks where once 
such chores could be left to a desktop, 
Apple have eschewed IntelÕs integrated 
graphics offerings and instead thrown 
in with NVIDIAÕs brand new GeForce 
9400M. !  Packed with 256MB of 
dedicated DDR3 memory, the 9400M 
is capable of simultaneously driving the 
internal LCD and an external screen at 
up  to DisplayPortÕs maximum 2,560 x 
1600 resolution. !  ItÕs a move that 
clearly prioritizes graphical grunt over 
battery life, as the NVIDIA chipset is 
undoubtedly more power-hungry than 
Intel integrated versions.

In choosing the ULV P8600, which 
runs at 25W, Apple have guaranteed 
that rival Windows machines - where 
the 35W CPU alternative is more 
common - will edge ahead in 
processing power.! If you compare the 
MacBook to the more extreme 
ultraportables, however, such as 
AppleÕs own MacBook Air, the bigger 
notebook comes out brighter.! 
Ironically, Apple themselves may have 
created the most appealing alternative 
to the Air, for all but the most space-
crazed of buyers.

The new battery design contains a 45-
watt-hour Li-Polymer power-pack, with 
only 80-percent of the capacity of the 
previous MacBook. !  AppleÕs own 
estimates suggest Þve hours of 
wireless usage; in the short time weÕve 
been using the notebook, weÕve 
managed between 3.5 and 4.5hrs 
away from the mains, depending on 
screen brightness, wireless and optical 
drive use.!  It sounds silly, but among 
our favorite features of the new 
MacBook is the move of the LED 
battery status indicator from 
underneath - requiring you to ßip  it 
upside down - to the left-hand side.
ItÕs hard not to fall for the aluminum 
MacBook. !  No, itÕs not an $800 

machine, in fact even the reduced old-
type plastic MacBook still available as 
a sop  to budget buyers is still just 
under $1,000.!  Next to it, though, you 
get a glimpse of how the new MacBook 
puts serious pace between the models 
that went before.

Performance, with an ultra-low voltage 
processor, is never going to 
overwhelm, but the MacBook does a 
decent job  of balancing what mobile 
users are currently looking for - decent 
graphics, reasonable run-time on 
battery power, jaw-dropping good looks 
that are sturdy to boot - and only asks 
that buyers not blanch at the inevitable 
price-tag. !  $1,299 for the entry-level 
2.0GHz MacBook and $1,599 for the 
2.4GHz version is a considerable 
amount of money, and it makes things 
like AppleÕs dismissal of Blu-ray - that 
licensing is a logistical nightmare, and 
theyÕre waiting for the market to settle 
down - rankle.!  Yes, it might be tricky, 
but surely thatÕs what Apple charges 
their premium prices for.! Right now, it 
smells of herding customers into the 
iTunes HD offerings, freshly bolstered 
recently with more TV content.

While you may Þnd cheaper, though, 
and even better speciÞed, none will run 
OS X Leopard and none will have the 
same design clout as the new 
MacBook.! On that level alone, RDF or 
not, the Òbest-selling MacintoshÓ crown 
is likely to be passed on to the new 
aluminum MacBook.
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Thanks for taking the time to read this 
month's newsletter. 

Hope you enjoyed it. If you have any 
comments or suggestions for stories 
(or would even like to write a story ~ 
hint, hint, hint), please send them to 
me at: machelpdesk@tx.rr.com

Feel free to share this newsletter with a 
friend. The newsletter archives are 

located at: http://
www.machelpdesk.com/page6a.html

Y'all come back now, y'hear.
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